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1. INTRODUCTION 

A. Purpose and Background of the Initial Study 
 
Pursuant to Section 15063 of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
Guidelines (Title 14, California Code of Regulations, Section 15000 et seq.), this 
Initial Study is a preliminary environmental analysis prepared by Tetra Tech for 
use by the CEQA Lead Agency (City of Palmdale) as a basis for determining 
whether an Environmental Impact Report (EIR), a Negative Declaration (ND), or a 
Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) is required for the project. The California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) is California Trustee Agency for the 
Stateôs fish, wildlife and plant resources. Joshua tree (Yucca brevifolia) a 
Candidate Species for listing by the California Endangered Species Act (CESA), 
are present at the site. As a result, the CDFW in its trustee capacity, is identified 
for this project as a responsible agency under CEQA. The project will require a 
permit for take of Joshua trees under CESA and Fish and Game Code. The State 
CEQA Guidelines require that an Initial Study contain a project description with the 
environmental setting, identification of environmental effects by checklist or other 
similar form, explanation of environmental effects, discussion of mitigation for 
significant environmental effects, evaluation of the projectôs consistency with 
existing, applicable land use controls, and the name of persons who prepared the 
study.  
 
Lead Agency 
 
City of Palmdale 
Economic and Community Development Department 
Planning Division 
38250 Sierra Highway 
Palmdale, California 93550 

B. Technical Studies 
 
The following technical studies were prepared in support of the proposed single-
family residential development: 
 

C.A. Singer & Associates, Inc. 
2004 Phase I Cultural Resources Study, Pacific Sage II (TTM 60148) [Appendix 

C-1] 

Adams Streeter Civil Engineers 
2022a Preliminary Hydrology Study, Pacific Sage II, Tract No. 060148, Palmdale, 

CA [Appendix E] 
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2022b Preliminary Sewer Area Study, Pacific Sage II, Tract No. 060148, Palmdale, 
CA [Appendix F] 

GeoTek, Inc. 
2021 Updated Geotechnical Evaluation and Infiltration Study for the Proposed 

Single-Family Development Tentative Tract Map No. 60148-Pacific Sage II 
Project Northwest Corner of Avenue R-8 and 45th Street East Palmdale, Los 
Angeles County, California [Appendix D] 

Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts 
2021 Will Serve Letter for Tentative Tract Map No. 60148 dated 11 May 2021 

[Appendix I) 

Paleo Solutions, Inc. 
2021 Cultural Resources Impact Analysis for the Pacific Mesquite Development 

(TTM 60148) Project, City of Palmdale, Los Angeles County, California 
[Appendix C-2 

 

RCA Associates, Inc 
2021a Desert Vegetation Preservation Plan, City of Palmdale, California, Tentative 

Tract Map 60148 [Appendix B-2] 

2021b General Biological Resources Assessment. Palmdale, Los Angeles County, 
California, Tentative Tract Map 60148 [Appendix B-1] 

RK Engineering 
2021a TTM 60148 Single Family Residential Project Air Quality and Greenhouse 

Impact Study City of Palmdale, California [Appendix A] 

2021b TTM 60148 Single Family Residential Project Noise Impact Study City of 
Palmdale, California [Appendix G] 

Translutions, Inc. 
2021 Memorandum from Sandipan Bhattacharjee, PE, TE, AICP, ENV-SP to 

Ruben Hovanesian, Senior Civil Engineer to, Subject: TTM60148 
Residential-VMT Analysis [Appendix H] 

2. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

A. Project Location 
 
The 31-acre project site is located on the northwest corner of East Avenue R-8 
and 45th Street East, on six Assessor Parcel Numbers (APNs) 3023-006-028,  
-029, -041, -040, -057 and -049 (Figure 1). The project site is undeveloped land 
with residential development on the north, east, northwest, and southeast sides. 
Mesquite Elementary School is located on the southwest corner of the site.  
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B. Project Setting 
 
The project area is currently undeveloped disturbed Mojave Desert habitat with 
Joshua trees scattered across the landscape. The site has been disturbed by use 
by off-road vehicles and soil that has been stockpiled on the site in the past. The 
site is characterized as generally level terrain with a gentle gradient trending from 
south to north. 
 

C. Project Characteristics 
 
The proposed project is a request to subdivide 31 acres into 130 numbered lots 
including three detention basin lots, and one lettered lot for the purposes of 
constructing 127 single-family homes located at the northwest corner of East 
Avenue R-8 and 45th Street East (APNs 3023-006-028, -029, -041, -040, -057 and 
-049). Each lot would be a minimum 7,000 square feet in size. The detention basin 
lots for the development will be located in the northwest corner of the site. 
Construction activities are expected to consist of site preparation, grading, building 
construction, paving and architectural coatings. The project is expected to require 
the import of approximately 1,800 cubic yards of earthwork material during 
construction. Soils that have been stockpiled on the site would also be 
incorporated into the earthwork during site development. On-site renewable 
photovoltaic energy installations in the form of solar panels would be included for 
each dwelling. Construction of the project is estimated to begin in 2022. The project 
is anticipated to be complete in 2025. It is anticipated that construction activities 
would be scheduled in compliance with the City of Palmdale Municipal Code 
Title 8, Chapter 8.28. 

D. Regulatory Requirements, Permits, and Approvals 
 
The following permits and approvals will be required from the City of Palmdale. 

¶ A Native Desert Preservation Plan. 

¶ Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) General Permit. 

¶ Encroachment Permit. 

¶ A Dust Plan to be reviewed and approved by the Antelope Valley Air Quality 
Management District (AVAQMD). 

¶ Permits from the City of Palmdale: 
o Solar Permit for solar panels installed at each residence. 
o Fire Sprinkler Permit. 
o Grading Permit. 
o Permits for sewer, water, dry utilities, walls and fences, landscape. 
o Building Permit. 
o Electrical, Mechanical and Plumbing Permits 
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Figure 1 Location Map. Tentative Tract Map 60148 
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Figure 2 Site Plan 

 

 




















































































































































